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           ALLIANCE 

The DBA would like to 
thank the following 
new and returning  
members who joined 

this quarter- 

 Anytime Fitness 

 Daily Item 

 Frosty Valley Re-

sort, LLC 

 Henry Voelcker, Inc. 

 St. Joseph Roman 

Catholic Church 

 U.S. Gypsum 

                      Photo Copyright 2013, Seunghyo Hong 

Many communities in our nation were recently devastated 

by Mother Nature in the form of hurricanes, earthquakes 

and wildfires.  Although Danville escaped untouched, the 

Danville Business Alliance empathizes with the citizens 

and towns who now face the daunting task of rebuilding. In 

the spirit of unity and hopefulness, the DBA would like to 

present the following list of accomplishments from the 

third quarter of 2017. 

 

• The DBA underwent its annual financial review by the 

accounting firm of Brewer & Company, LLC.  The re-

view concluded that the DBA continues to be financial-

ly sound and able to meet current and expected obliga-

tions. 

• A new business, Triple Play Sports, opened at 331 Mill 

Street, next to 2 Twisted Sisters in part of the space for-

merly occupied by Stoneware.  Congratulations to Tri-

ple Play Sports for its investment and commitment to 

improved business vitality in Danville! 

• The Pennsylvania Department of Community and Eco-

nomic Development (DCED) approved the DBA’s ap-

plication for designation as a Keystone Main Street pro-

gram effective August 1, 2017 until August 31, 2022.  

The designation will provide several benefits to down-

town business and building owners including:  priority 

consideration under several DCED funding programs 

including the Keystone Communities program; eligibil-

ity for consideration under the Neighborhood Assis-

tance Program; and eligibility for Enterprise Zone tax 

credits. 

• The DBA held its summer mixer on August 3, which 

served the dual purpose of (1) encouraging DBA mem-

ber networking and (2) promoting its plaque program to 

offer businesses a cost-effective, aesthetically pleasing 

option for updating their building addresses.  DBA un-

derwrote part of the cost of making the plaques as well 

as all of the shipping cost.   
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What’s Happening! 
- From the desk of James Wilson, DBA Executive Director 

• The DBA organized and hosted an economic development 

roundtable with Senator Robert Casey, Jr., on August 7, 

2017, which was attended by approximately 30 representa-

tives of local government and the business community.  

• Danville Borough Council granted approval to install bicycle 

racks at four sites on Borough property.  Geisinger and the 

Danville Area Community Foundation are funding a  

  portion of the cost, and the DBA is exploring funding oppor-

  tunities with other donors. 

• The Danville Arts Council, the arts and culture arm of the 

DBA, and Zing Productions successfully hosted nine weekly 

summer concerts in June through August, which were attend-

ed by approximately 800 residents and visitors.  The concerts 

were made possible by the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, 

a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

and the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency; 

the Benkovic and Snover families; FNB Bank; and American 

Legion Post 40.   

• The DBA organized and hosted the 38th annual Fall Arts & 

Crafts Fair on September 9.  It was another successful event, 

attracting large, enthusiastic crowds on a seasonally perfect 

day.   

• The DBA submitted grant applications to DCED to fund the 

Danville Theater Project and the Façade Grant Program.  A 

cross-section of large and small businesses as well as local 

government provided letters of support for both applications.  

• The DBA also supported Danville Borough in its grant appli-

cations to the DCED for funding the Canal Park Construction 

Project, and to the National Endowment for the Arts for a 

project grant to redesign the existing pedestrian bridge over 

SR 54.     

• The DBA continues to forge ahead in its private sector fund-

ing of both the theater and Canal Park projects, inaugurating 

its “From Your Imagination to Danville’s Reality” Cam-

paign. 



 

  FALL  ARTS AND CRAFT 
    This annual, family friendly event  

  was held  on Saturday, September 9th. 

The weather was perfect and  approximately  

                  1 20 food or craft vendors attended. 

               We thank the Promotions committee ,   

                    the DBA  staff,  and the volunteers 

                                                          who made this years’ festival a  huge success.  

A special THANK YOU to  MERCK 

      for their generous sponsorship of this event. 

 

J&J Financial is celebrating its 15
th
 anniversary by presenting a significant donation to the 

Danville Business Alliance’s (DBA) “From Your Imagination to Danville’s Reality” Cam-
paign.  Founded by Jim Kishbaugh in 2002 and located in the Geisinger-Mill Street office 
building at 285 Mill Street, J&J Financial is one of downtown Danville’s established and 
most successful businesses.   

The focus of the “Imagination to Reality” Campaign is to reach a fundraising goal of $6 mil-
lion to pay for two catalytic projects in downtown Danville:  a community arts center and 
the repurposing of Canal Park and an adjacent vacant lot between Beiter’s Department 
Store and the Danville Borough Building into a multi-use park and amphitheater.  

Repurposing Canal Park would involve construction on the site of the vacant lot of a public-
ly accessible amphitheater, covered stage, perimeter landscaping, and a street-level plaza.  
Among its many possibilities the new facility would serve as a meeting place for alfresco 
dining, group exercise classes, music festivals, farmer’s markets, and family movie nights.     

The community arts center is envisioned as a place for creative learning, arts, entertain-
ment, and imaginative events that will add vibrancy to the end of Mill Street that has not yet 
been touched by the downtown’s recent renaissance.  A family-friendly arts center would 
serve as a permanent home for arts groups and cultural efforts. The facility would include a 
200+ seat theater and café, plus flexible space for art displays, business conferences, per-
formances, and rehearsals.   

 

Both initiatives were the product of feasibility studies for which the DBA received planning grants.  Future fundraising will involve a variety 
of public, private and foundation donations, grants, sponsorships, and tax credit incentives, with individuals accounting for approximately 
one-fifth of the fundraising goal.  Funds will be used for project acquisition and construction, as well as an endowment to partially offset the 
future costs of operation and maintenance.   

 

Pictured (l to r) are Bob Dressler, 

Jim Kishbaugh and Jim Wilson. 



DBA COMMITTEE NEWS 

 

 

 

  

 

Design Committee 

The committee has been very active this quarter, focusing on its bike rack initiative, grant applications, and ways to enliven some 

of the empty storefronts downtown. 

The DBA is working with local artist Tom Seay to design and fabricate several 8-bike and 2-bike racks for the downtown business 

district.  The goal is to make and install enough racks early next spring to accommodate at least 40 bikes.  Danville Borough re-

cently approved four locations for installation:  behind the Geisinger office building, next to Beiter’s, and adjacent to the municipal 

lots between Ferry Street and Jacob’s Alley.  The County has also dedicated a space in its parking lot at the corner of Mill and 

Front Streets.  The Borough will install and maintain the racks.  The DBA is busy fundraising, and recently received two grants 

totaling $2250 from Geisinger and the Danville Area Community Foundation.   

The DBA also submitted two grant applications in September to the Department of Community and Economic Development to 

renew the façade grant program ($50,000) and to partially fund the Canal Park redevelopment project ($250,000).  We expect a 

decision by the end of the year.  The Committee is already working to have a strategic plan in place that prioritizes projects, as-

suming façade funding is awarded.   

Finally, the Design Committee is collaborating with the Danville Arts Council and several downtown business owners to create 

pop-up art exhibits in vacant storefronts.  This would satisfy a number of goals:  enhance the buildings’ appearance and make 

them more marketable, add to the improving physical aesthetics on Mill Street, and provide a potential market for local artists. 

Danville Arts Council 

   The Arts Council continues to break new ground with its activities.  Its exhibits continue at the Pine Barn Inn and the Montour   

   County Courthouse.  The second annual Art Walk is in the planning for December 1, in conjunction with several downtown busi- 

   nesses.  The DAC’s upcoming events include its inaugural Film Club presentation of Harold and Maude at the Booth Theater on 

   November 18.  Not long after the holidays the DAC will debut its Anything But Clothes Fashion Show at the Pine Barn Inn on   

    February 1.  For more information about both of these events, visit the Arts Council website, www.danvilleartscouncil.org. 

 
Looking well into 2018, the DAC recently received a Pennsylvania Partners in the Arts grant which will fund over half the cost of 

next year’s Summer in the Park Concert Series.  The DAC also endorsed Danville Borough’s submission of a National Endow-

ment for the Arts “Our Town” grant to redesign the pedestrian bridge over State Route 54.  If the grant is awarded, the DAC will 

function as the primary participating arts organization in support of the Borough.    

Finally, in the talking and planning stage are a public art exhibit next summer, and a juried art section within the Fall Arts and 

Crafts Fair next September.  Stay tuned – the DAC is always up to something interesting! 

Promotions Committee 

Fresh off the Fall Arts and Crafts Fair, which coincided with perfect, early fall weather and attracted large, enthusiastic crowds 

patronizing our downtown businesses and fair vendors, the Committee’s plans for the holidays are already well underway.  For a 

complete list of holiday events, please see page 4.  At the same time, the Committee is planning our 2
nd

 Annual Winter Wine in 

the Pines Festival, which will be in the Danville Ballroom on February 10.  Expect to hear more about this after the holidays! 

Economic Restructuring Committee 

The Committee worked diligently in recent months to organize a grant to the Department of Community and Economic Develop-

ment for partial funding of the Danville Theater Project grant ($500,000).  The grant was submitted to DCED in September.  In 

connection with the theater project, the DBA has also begun a fundraising campaign for both the theater and Canal Park, which 

recently received its first major donation from Jim Kishbaugh of J&J Financial (see page 2).  The early phase of the campaign will 

focus on key individuals and families in the community, and will widen to include businesses and local government.   

Sadly, the owners of BJ’s Steak & Rib House have decided not to rebuild on the original Danville site, but to lease and reopen in 

an existing location instead.  The DBA has been instrumental in providing the owners information about tax and financial incen-

tives, as well as relocation opportunities.  We will keep the membership informed about BJ’s relocation efforts and future plans for 

the original site, as both develop.   

 

http://www.danvilleartscouncil.org


Contact Us 

For more information about the 

DBA, please contact us: 

Danville Business Alliance 

346 Mill Street 

Danville, PA 17821 

(570) 284-4502 

(570) 284-4503 

(570) 284-4504 (fax)  

dbamst@ptd.net 

dbadiane@ptd.net 

Visit us on the web at 

www.visitdanvillepa.org  

Or like us on Facebook! 

 

Danville Arts Council Film Club showing of Harold and Maude -  

     Saturday, November 18, 2017, 7:00 pm, Booth Theater 

Anything But Clothes Fashion Show - Thursday, February 1,        

     2018, 6:00 pm, Pine Barn Inn  

2nd Annual Winter Wine in Pines -  Saturday, February 10,     

      2018, 5:00 -9:00 pm, Borough Ballroom 

                   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

DANVILLE HOLIDAY EVENTS 

 

 

Free  Downtown Holiday Parking (sponsored by Villager Realty) 

Downtown Danville’s Candlelight Preview— November 18, 5-9 pm 

Danville’s Holiday Open House (sponsored by the Law Offices of Marks, McLaughlin & 

   Dennehy)  November 19, 12-5 pm 

Free Carriage Rides provided by Running Springs Farm (sponsored by FNB Bank)            

   November 18, 19 and December 15 

  Shopping Pass Days—November 24 & 25 

  Small Business Saturday—Shop Local– November 25 

   Santa’s Cottage (sponsored by Service 1st Federal Credit Union)                                                

     Fridays Dec. 1, 8,15;  5-7pm & Saturdays Dec. 2, 9, 16; 12-3 pm 

     Welcome Santa Parade  (sponsored by Merck) - December 1, 6 pm 

      Late Shopper Night—December 1  

       Visit with Santa’s Reindeer at Canal Park (sponsored by Service 1st 

         FCU) - December 9, 12-3 pm 

       Santa Goodie Bags (sponsored by Service 1st FCU)  


